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three centuries to achieve in the educational
and economic sphere. But with all her brilliant
accomplishments Japan stands out as an object-
lesson also, and a warning of the imminent
danger of a purely secular education and the
material civilization which must inevitably flow
from it. It is natural that a nation should
appropriate the outward and material before
the inward and spiritual. The same has been
true to a great extent in the West, and we must
give due credit in our judgment for the advance
Japan has already made in both spheres. We
should recognize the importance of Japan, not
only as furnishing a brilliant object-lesson in
educational accomplishment, but as powerfully
influencing other countries in Asia.

I

Let us, however, turn from an examination
of the Government system of education in the
preceding chapter to a study of the student life
and of the Christian Student Movement in
Japan. " One touch of nature makes the whole
world kin," and student life in the different
countries of the world varies less than the life
of the nations as a whole. Students are studying
the same great subjects, often the same text-
books. They are studying in large numbers